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— SYMBOLISM: "Evaser Tattoo" —

“Eraser Tattoo” by Jason Reynolds is a fictional short story about two teenagers in a
PURPOSE relationship who are facing a challenge: one of them is moving away.

[ ]
This short story serves as an effective tool for analyzing symbolism within a story. ’u9@681—6d ~ BO—MIHU-I-Z

— this provided link may require you to sign up for Common Lit, which is p .
MATERIAL a free educational resource that | HIGHLY recommend and use frequently. You can 6SSOH P an Ou lne IHC u 6

opt to find it through another free means with a quick online search.

OBJECTIVE(S) g;%iesr‘:;sryzliludgf%r?;ne and analyze the figuratively symbolic meanings within the ComPle'l'e Wi'l'h 8X'|-6y1 Sion

SUGGESTED LESSON . d _I_ d d ( ) d
Use the corresponding bell ringer prompt included in this resource l 6“8, S MH ar\ S ) MH
B(E7|._|i glrtl]?:)k ?thcslag:To;gfye for students to apply their learning of this literary element as they read Iinked ma-l-er\ials .

. This includes a mini-introduction to the literary element and a
Optional: Have students share and discuss with a partner or in small groups.

= | Conduct a first read of the short story. You can read this aloud as a class, listen to the
. 2qudio reading aloud, have students read in pairs, groups, or independently. You




Symbolism uses symbols—a person, an object, an image, words,
a situation, etc.—to represent meaning beyond the literal.

In other words, symbols represent one thing while communicating a deeper meaning. IHCIUd@S MH 6di-|-ab|6 bell
Ekample The lige below s Tetcly o open door N lefssap e have been ringer activit tf) that

lovd Symbolism uses symbols—a person, an object, an image, words, ) 1_

fill th a situation, etc.—to represent meaning beyond the literal. "/\'h/‘o duces 'I'he
i it e element & provides

\ 2 & students with a guided

ﬁ EHH practice opportunity
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—— SYMBOLISM: "Eraser Tattoo" ——

Instructions: For each of the 3 symbols below, cite a quote, then analyze the quote for its symbolic meaning.

MOM'S HOUSE

WHAT DOES THE HOUSE SYMBOLIZE TO SHAY'S MOM?

QUOTE

ANALYSIS

‘[Shay's mother] couldn't
erop crying, This had been

her home ?or over ereng
vearc [ 1 Thic wac uliore

i

— SYMBOLISM: "Evaser Tattoo" —

Instructions: For each of the 3 symbols below, cite a quote, then analyze the quote for its symbolic meaning.

WHAT DOES THE HOUSE SYMBOLIZE TO SHAY'S MOM?

QUOTE ANALYSIS
[Shay's mother] couldn't
stop crgin?. This had been | To Shay's mom, the
her home for over twenty house sgmloolizes
years [...] This was where | miestone memories of
Shay took her first raising her daughter.

steps’ (Reynolds).

WHAT DOES THE ERASER TATTOO SYMBOLIZE TO DANTE & SHAY?

Students read the short
story, then analyze

guotes for symiolism.

SuggesTed aNSWers
included.



! SYMBOLISM: "Evaser Tattoo" —

There are many “right” answers to the following questions, so it's all about how you support your ideas. Use
evidence from the short story, other texts (i.e. novels, movies, songs, etc.), and your own experiences to
support your claims.

1. Author Jason Reynolds believes, “Love is a verb. It's something we do, not just something we feel.”
How do Dante and Shay represent love as a verb? In other words, what actions do they take to
demonstrate their love for one another2

Answers wil vary. A possible answer might include: Shay teaching Dante how to tie his
shoes and kissing his boo-boos or Dante plamin@ to 9@? rich and build a loridge to
\/\/ilmingfon

2. Everyday objects and images can hold symbolic meaning. For example, a clock is symbolic of the
passing of fime. List 3 common objects with their potential symbolic meaning.

Answers wil vary. See some possible answers below:

* A stop sign can symbolize a need o pause inlife.

* Abook can symbolize an adventure or a wedlth of knowledge.

\ band dide can symbolize the hediing of something broken or injured.

N like Dante and Shay, how would you navigate a long-distance relationship with
IBfbtters fo you? It can be a friend, family member, etfc. If you have experienced this,
ll\ou dealt with it below.

Includes oPJriom short
response queS"ions:

o Text-fo-text
o Text-To-world

e Text-to-self
. meing prompt




