
9th Grade 
Text Pairings

Curated ideas for 
classic required 

texts



Each list has 30+ text pairing ideas 
for a classic text:

• The Odyssey 
• Romeo & Juliet
• Teaching Shakespeare 

(for any Shakespeare play)

• To Kill a Mockingbird
• The Giver
• The Outsiders
• The Great Gatsby



All of the text ideas (articles, 
poems, songs, folklore, artwork, 

etc.) have been organized by 
Theme, Essential Question, or 

Literary Device. 

We’ve spent 15+ hours 
researching each text so you 

don’t have to!





Podcast Segment: Transracial Adoptees On Their Racial Identity And Sense Of Self (8:47)
This segment explores identity-formation in transracial adoptees by asking this essential question: How 
did adoption form your sense of racial identity and your sense of self? (Note: This segment is part of a 
larger Code Switch podcast episode, which could be found here). We urge you to go deeper into this 
complex topic by showing students Sara Jones’ TEDx Talk, where she shares her experience as a 
transracial/transnational adoptee who fought to “find the emotional oxygen to own [her] own story.”

Student-Centered Activity:
After listening to the podcast segment and viewing Sara Jones’ TEDx Talk, invite students to Think, 
Write, Read, and Repeat. This strategy asks students to sit quietly for one minute, pondering the 
information they just heard/viewed. Students then write down their thoughts for a full three minutes. 
When time is up, they silently reread their writing, circling two to three notable ideas. Give them an 
additional minute to write down any final thoughts that they may have. Finally, facilitate a discussion of 
identity and family. You may want to ask questions such as these:

• What is identity?
• What factors impact a person’s identity?
• What parts of one’s identity are predetermined?
• What parts are self-constructed?
• What role does one’s biological, adoptive, and/or foster family play in identity formation?
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https://www.npr.org/2018/10/13/657201204/code-switch-transracial-adoptees-on-their-racial-identity-and-sense-of-self
https://www.holtinternational.org/blog/2018/10/our-homeland-is-each-other/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMM9FhZiP80
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/rapid-fire-writing


HITRECORD Collection: Write a Poem (or a Short Story) Based on Theme of “Sunrise”

HITRECORD is an online platform for community-sourced creativity started by actor Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt. This particular challenge, hosted by Morgan Harper Nichols, asked people to 
contribute a poem or short story based on the theme of sunrise. This golden color - “the 
hardest hue to hold” - is symbolic of newness, opportunity, and purity. You may decide to 
analyze only one piece of writing with your students (“Unbreakable Truth” is a good one for 
this age), or have them go through the collection themselves and pick two or three that relate 
to the metaphoric use of gold in The Outsiders.
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The metaphoric use of gold



This resource includes our tips 
and reflections on rethinking 

the classics. 

We’re here to support you in 
your endeavors!



Romeo & Juliet

Essential Questions:
• What role does family

play in one's identity?
• What is the continued 

relevance of 
Shakespeare?

• To what extent 
is Romeo & Juliet a 
critique of romantic 
love?

Themes:
• Free Will vs. 

Fate/Destiny

Literary Devices:
• Characterization
• Tension & Suspense
• Irony

Teaching 
Shakespeare

Background Information:
• Critical Background for 

Educators
• Shakespeare's Life & 

Times
• Shakespeare's Language

Essential Questions:
• What role does family play 

in one's identity?
• What is the continued 

relevance of 
Shakespeare?

Themes:
• Free Will vs. Fate/Destiny
• Appearance vs. Reality
• Deception and Betrayal
• Gender Roles
• Class Structure

The Odyssey

Essential Questions:
• What is a hero?
• What do stories 

teach us about 
culture?

Theme: 
• Xenia & Hospitality

Literary Devices:
• Characterization
• Imagery
• Similes/Odes

Each resource 
also contains 

suggestions for 
text 

replacements 
that have similar 

themes and 
literary devices



The Great Gatsby

Essential Questions:
• What is the historical 

context for The Great 
Gatsby?

• Is the American Dream 
still relevant?

Themes:
• The American Dream
• Individualism and 

Collectivism
• Nostalgia

Literary Devices:
• Imagery
• Symbolism: Gatsby's 

Mansion
• Symbolism: The Green 

Light

The Giver

Essential Questions:
• What is a utopia?
• How can societal rules 

help or harm us?
• How do personal 

choices impact a 
society?

Themes:
• Individualism & 

Collectivism
• Memory & Wisdom
• Loneliness & Grief

Literary Devices:
• Writing Personal 

Narratives
• Symbolism
• Irony
• Point of View

The Outsiders

Essential Questions:
• How are different social 

classes treated by 
society?

• What are the implications 
of stereotyping others?

Themes:
• Peer Pressure vs. 

Independent Thought
• Hero Worship and the 

"Southern Gentleman" 
trope

• Responding to Violence 
with Violence

Literary Devices:
• Types of Conflict
• Characterization
• Gold as a metaphor
• Alliteration

To Kill a 
Mockingbird

Essential Questions:
• How do people 

develop compassion 
and understanding?

• How can we use our 
privilege to help 
others?

Themes:
• The Ideals of 

Justice vs. the 
American System

• Integrity
• Understanding 

Systemic Racism

Literary Devices:
• Symbolism
• Irony
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