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Your free resource
Is a free week of my Poetry Bell Ringers

This resource is usually presented as a set of slides, but I’ve 
compiled the first week into a worksheet for your convenience. 

This is also a great activity to leave with a substitute.

Poetry bell ringers bundle
Set your students up for poetry writing success with these 

incredible poetry warm-ups. Use these poetry activities to help 
your students practice identifying poetic devices and figurative 

language, analyze a poet’s purpose, and create poems in a 
wide range of styles. Each bell ringer uses an excerpt from a 

classic poem or song as a model to drive student engagement.

These poetry activities include…

✅ Activities for recognition and interpretation 
✅ Activities for analysis and opinion

✅ Activities for creativity and extension
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Activities for recognition & 
interpretation

Activities for analysis & opinion

Activities for creativity and 
extension

These cards are yellow, pink, and blue. 
Each card focuses on a specific type 
of figurative language. These cards 

have “right answers.”

These cards are green and labeled 
“Poet’s Purpose.” Students have an 

opportunity to analyze a snippet and 
then argue their own opinion. These 
activities don’t have “right answers” 
and focus instead on citing textual 

evidence to support a claim.

These cards are teal and labeled 
“Poet’s Style.” These ask students to 

draw inspiration from a given snippet. 
These activities can be extended into 

longer workshops for writing and 
sharing.

Getting to Know Your Resource



Poetry Bell Ringers
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Poetry Bell Ringers

My favorite poem from this set is…
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Suggested Answers

Personification: “the wrinkled sea beneath him 
crawls”

Simile: “like a thunderbolt he falls”
Alliteration: “lonely land”

Rhyme

Old Macdonald – “here a quack, there a 
quack”/ “here a cluck, there a cluck”

Horsey, Horsey – “just let your feet go clippity-
clop”

(student answers will vary)

She imagines Death as a kindly carriage driver.

(prediction answers will vary)

Answers vary – the poet hints at peace if we 
cover the world with (metaphorical) blossoms

The oil wells symbolize wealth



Check out the 
full resource!

https://teachnouvelle.com/product/poetry-bell-ringers-bundle/
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