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By Leila Hobbs

The first known death from COVID- 19 in the United
States was on February 6th, 2020. A mere five
. weeks Ilater, the first potential vaccine entered

human trials. One person who made this possible
is Dr. Kizzmekia Corbett.

' On  Monday, March 16th,
subject in Seattle.
trial

the first human

Washington received a
vaccine for COVID-19. “I| hope that we

get to a working vaccine quickly and that
we can save lives,” the volunteer subject said
(Forster). The vaccine is being developed. by
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID). a department of the National
Institutes of Health (NIH). Because of the
urgency of the outbreak, production of the t.no\
vaccine was groundbreakingly fast. Medical
professionals around the world occe\eroted_ Qa
process that often takes months or years into just
65 days — from the time Chinese researchers
sequenced the virus' DNA to the first trial in
humans. While no single person creates a
vaccine, some stand out from the ~cro‘wd
Dr. Kimmekia Corbett ~ for their knowledge, effort, and dedication.
Self-portrait in the public domain

One such individual is Dr. Kizmekia Corbett.
From an early age, Dr.

detective,” her mot
for mathemati

Corbett was exceptional. “Kizzie was always like a little
her remembers fondly. When Corbett showed an early aptitude
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From an €arly age, Dr. Corbett was Dr:
exceptional. “Kizie was always like a little
detective, " her mother remembers
fondily.

When Corbett showed an early aptitude

for mathematics, her third-grade teacher
Qdvised her parents to push the inquisitive
child academically (Ross).

Corbett completed her undergraduate
degree in bioclogy at the University of
Maryland on full ride as part of the
Meyerhoff Scholars program. This
Program has helped the U of M produce
“the nation’s largest number of African
Americans who eam medical and
doctoral degrees" (Ross).

Keith Harmon, the program'’s director,
believes that "there is such untapped,
unrecognized and un-nurtured (ability)
among students... particularly among our
under-represented minority students"
(Ross). The pProgram recognized Corbett's
potential and gave her a firm foundation

for her medical career.
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esearch. You can choose one from the people below or
ort profile of the researcher and their work. Be sure 1o nclude

and people who have influenced your researcher’s career. Ao Inclucie
Om your researcher.

Dr. Francoise
Barré-Sinoussi
French researcher
who figured out
HIV causes AIDS,
and won a Nobel
Prize in medicine.

Dame Harriette Chick
British microbiologist
and nutrifionist. She

discovered that a
vitamin D deficiency
was causing Rickets.

Dr. Heinz Feldmann
German researcher
who helped develop
the first Ebola

Dr. Gita Ramjee
South African-
Ugandan Hiv
researcher focused on
HIV prevention in
women.

vaccine.

Dr. Jane C. wright Dr. Emmett Chappelle Dr. R. Kip Guy Dr. Marle Maynard baty
American surgeon

American biochemist Dean of the \::"cﬁ\;l:c\; \gg?g?n
and pioneer in who worked for NASA. University of
cancer treatmant AR
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