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How can societal rules help or hurt us?

Article: “10 Local Laws that May Be Doing More Harm than Good”

This article gives a brief overview of ten local laws that most cities and towns have that are well-intentioned
For example, many communities have laws against jaywalking or building codes that require a certain number
of parking spaces for new housing or commercial properties. You can use this article in a number of ways

To engage students in prediction, an important executive function, write Jaywalking” on the board and ask
students to consider why the laws were putinto place. Whom were they made to protect? Whom do they
(perhaps unintentionally) disenfranchise or harm?

Have students read the article and choose one law to research further. The article provides several links to
sources for each item. Students can return to those key questions (Who is protected? Who is harmed?) and
discuss the value of each law. You can also ask students to re-envision the law -

- what would be a better way
to accomplish the same goal for the community?

This activity practices the Social Justice Standard JU.6-8.12 from Teaching Tolerance Che:
standard
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Literary Devices & Techniques
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