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A PRE-READING SIMULATION



facts, observation, logic, and your own experience. An inference is a
conclusion about whatis happeningin the fext right now, not a
prediction about what will happen next. Try it with this text:

I wak through white-washed hals and sneak a dirmpse into each room I pass.
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I see colorful baloors in pastel pinks and blues and hear cooing and gigging.
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Who is the narrator?
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You're a young police officer in a small town, eager to prove yourself. It's a
Tuesday afternoon and things are generally slow at the station. You've
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Students work Jrhroug;h a simulation, arﬁcdlaﬁng facts and
making inferences in order To receive the next text.
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Warm Up:

Making an inference means to draw reasonable conclusions based on facts, observation, logic, and your
own experience. An inference is a conclusion about what is happening in the text right now, not a
prediction about what will happen next. Try it with this text:

T wak ’rl'rough white-washed hdls and snedk a 9impse into each room I pass. I see
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This is an interactive Inferences Challenge based on the short story “The Black Cat" by Edgar

Allan Poe. Your students will play this before reading the story. They will work in groups to solve
the case, using their inferencing skills along the way.
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“The Black Cat" is the confession of a murder before going to his execution. Throughout his
final year, he struggled with alcoholism and a violent temper, culminating in the murder of his
life. Students won't know that this case ends in murder — most of the game seem:s like fairly
harmless noise complaints until the incidents become more sinister.

THE INFERENCES CHALLENGE:
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Includes a Teacher’s Guide, a version £or dvsent students,
and an Answer Keg.



