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Ning Literary Analysis Lessons

SUGGESTED ORDER EXAMPLE SHORT STORY/TEXT

Plot Lesson & Literary Terms Short Films

lrony “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson

Integrating Source Quotes

Characterization “Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara
Diction “Geraldo No Last Name” by Sandra Cisneros
Mood Movie Trailers

Literary Quote Analysis
Song Analysis “You Can Let Go” by Crystal Shawanda and student choice
Symbolism & Allegory “Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe

Editable * Differentiated * Versatile

(Includes Suggestions tor diternate short stories for each skill)
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short Story Unit Plan
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concrete to Abstract

A symboal is anything that represents an idea other than what you can
literally see. When we analyze symbols, we will work from concrete ideas
to things we interpret.

oncrete Traits: What You See EXAMPLE A PEARI_

(Type any addtional vores)

3. The Symbol
Could represent cvercoming
adversity

. Abstract Traits: What You Know

2. Abstract Tralts
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For example...

_ "With great power comes great responsibility.”

% Who said it? Benjamin Parker to Peter Parker

; in Spider-man.

s What was the context? He nofices Peter’s attitude

2 is changing, and that he's “shirking chores” and
“gettingi ' “ doesn't know about

Peter's p }

2 life advic

@
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Includes editavle PowerPoints to introduce concepts:

Symbolism & Alle@org “Quote Andlysis - Diction
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“ 1. Label the parts of the plot diagram and

identify each in the story. (30 pts)

Il Character & conflict

The country is India. A colonial official and his wife
seated with their guests

Amencan naturalist
and wide glass doors opening onto a veranda ©

A spinted discussion springs up bewween a young girl
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Short story unit Test

Read “The Dinner Party” by Mona Gardner and complete the following tasks.

The Dinner Party
by Mona Gardner
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Introduction “No Me Dejas” by Mark Oshiro, found on Slate.com

Classroom Culture
This story takes place inside a futuristic hospital. Our unnamed protagonist is preparing the “the
Setting Transfer,” a procedure which will allow him to receive all of his dying grandmother’s memories.
) During the procedure he experiences a rapid succession of memories that causes him to relive
No Me Dejas” by Mark Oshiro, f. : = . < i
traumatic moments of his grandmother's life, and when he awakes his grandmother has died.
Discussion Questions He is confused, and filled with questions.
Red" by Malinda Lo, found at F

Discussion Questions
Discussion Questions P

The initial setting of the hospital is cold and clinical, but the flashbacks are set in a variety of
Additional Standards different situations. I A
(why/why not)? °
Additional Standards | b
‘ Conflict ‘ T
Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier, f.
“Red” by Malinda Lo, found at ForeshadowYA.com

The Night Face Up" by Julio Co.

How does the author’s descriptive language enable the reader to imagine these different

Discussion Questions settings?
e How does the author use setting to differentiate between his emotional response to the

descriptions of the hospital convey, versus the descriptions of his grandmother’s life?

Song:HleanorRighy(The Beat Do you think the narrator regrets his decision to undergo “the Transer?

If such a procedure became available within your lifetime, would you consider it

|

TV Episode: “Baby” — Supernatu. hospital versus his feelings on his grandmother’s life? What emotions do the ‘
|

Discussion Questions I
|

Discussion Questions

Two Kinds" by Amy Tan, found

This story is a reimagining of “Little Red Riding Hood" that is much more closely related to the

original story from the Brothers Grimm, “The Grandmother’s Tale.” But instead of taking place in

an ancient forest, “Red” is set in China just after the communist revolution. Our heroine, |
Xiaohong, is on her way to deliver food to her ailing grandmother, Lin Popo, a former movie star |
who is considered an enemy of the Communist Party. Along the way, Xiaohong is waylaid by

Su gesf oNns

sorted lag skl

ahead of her on his motorbike, and when Xiaohong finally arrives at her grandmother's house
she makes a terrible discovery

‘ Wu Lang, a member of the Red Army, who steals her food and torments her. Wu Lang races

Discussion Questions

e How does the meaning of a story change when you change the setting?
e What does the color red symbolize in this story, and how is the color red uniquely
perceived in Chinese culture?
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