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Task: Use your textual detective skills to make inferences based on the following paragraph
What’s going on2 Who's the narratore What happens next?2

Inference vs. Prediction

Making an inference means to draw reasonable conclusions based on facts, observation,
logic, and your own experience. An inference is a conclusion about what is happening in the
text right now, not a prediction about what willhappen next.

Try if!

Jackson shows up late fo school, runningin as the bell ings. He's sweaty and panting.
Make an inference... How did Jackson get to school?

Yourmath teacherstands at the front of the classroom, holding your tests from last week. He
frowns and crosses his arms.
Make an inference... How did the class do on the test?

Now, try this:

What “clues” would let you know that your parents are planning a surprise party for you?

How would you know that your dad is going to make spaghettifor dinner?
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Paragraph #|

A metallic clank and a tap on your arm and you open your eyes. You pull the earbuds
out of your ears and look around, adjusting to the bright lights you'd been ignoring. Everything
feels off-balance, loose. You smile, wider than you have in months, and grab a mirror. Your

stomach growls with thoughts of popcorn and apples and you take a look.
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(Making Inferences — PARAGRAPH #6

Julia heard her dad slam the door downstairs, home early. She
jumped off her bed, the volleyballmagazine she’'d been reading
tumbling to the floor. She thought she'd have more time! Shoot!
Her dad muttered as she reached the top of the stairs. He kicked
her kneepads and sneakers out of the way and lifted his eyes to
the broken window in the livingroom. “Dad, | can explain!”
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Make a Prediction: How will Julia's dad respond?
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