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| [ ECHOES: Abandoned Places

If you're planning your own personal world tour, your trip might take you to the Eiffel Tower of
L0 traverse the canals of Venice, You might want to marvel at the pyramids of Egypt. But there
e 9 lot of very iInteresting (and creeptastic) abandoned places that can be quite an
ddventure—if you're ever allowed Lo visit.
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g N SMmall coal town, Centralla, PA, l0oks more lke a
Lo the underworld.

a5 intended to be a controlled burn in a landfill,
the residents know, the fire beneath their to "I
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If you're planning your own personal world tour, YOuUr trip might take you to the Eiffel Tower of
Lo traverse the canals Of Venice. You might want to Marvel at the pyramids of Egyptl. But there
wre s lot of very INteresting (and creeplastic) abandoned places that can be quite an
adventure—if you're ever allowed LO visit,

[ ECHOES: Abandoned “Places =

1. CENTRALIA, PENNSYLVANIA

Once a small coat town, Centralia, PA, l00oks more like a
galeway to the underworld.

The tire was intended to be a controlled burn in a landfill.
Little aid the residents know, the fire beneath their town
WOuUld still be ablaze over fifty years later. The controlled
burn Ignited a coal seam, which Quickly spread Lo the coal
In the mines beneath the town. All efforts to extinguish
the underground fire failed.

At first, residents complained of the smell. But soon, the
underground fire began to have more grave effects. A
sinkhole opened up underneath a young boy. Smoke rose
from the ground, and the air became unsafe to breathe,
Eventually, the City was condemned.

Today, only a few residents remain, and adventure-
seeking tourists stop in Lo take photos of the smoke that

IS still rising from the ground and the split, graffiti
COvered highway.

Centratia’s Graffiti Mighway

2. PRIPYAT, UKRAINE

White a nuclear meltdown might sound like
something out of a movie about the
dpocalypse, it really happened in Pripyat,
Ukraine, in 1986. The Chernobyl nuclear
POwer plant experienced a meltdown, and
due to the extremely high levels of radiation
that resulted, the entire Cily had to be
€vacuated. The cily wac camnletelv emotied

Students read an article dbout ten doandoned places.
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It can .

Vﬂler::::‘:féué Lo come up with ideas before you get started. Many flash fiction

they write s;f-\c rf!e element to focus on (plot, characters, conflict, theme, settling) as

use all of th € Space is limited. Fill out each of these toxes, but You don't have to
€s¢ deas when you write — Jjust choose the best ones!

YOUR ABANDONED PLACE:

Wri
rite three different One-sentence summanes Write three odjectives to describe
each of your charocters.

—
o!
—
a

HARACTERS

.

What does the narrator, f’as

w Ca;],
& “hay
X Of

P

character could,

5

= o

2 face

= -

-
come 8 en.. €S g ha Our re Write abo
L LO e Nco o €act; out, .
_newpfV . exe™ unle‘r)yo"' Ons ang f.-,-."‘."f"e

hey choose one place as the setting for apiece ot Flash
iction. Differentiate with a condensed version (lef1) or an
expanded version (midde and right ).
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It can be helpful to come up with ideas before you get started. Many flash fiction
writers choese cne element to focus on (plot, characters, conflict, theme, setting) as
they write since space is limited. Fill out each of these boxes, but you don’t have to
use all of these ideas when you write - just choose the best ones!
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4 Write a one-sentence summary of your story. A

Two grs g0

(ype)

What does the narrator of reader leam from fhis story?

(type)

/ CHARACTERS
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Choose two different ways yourmain Choose five adjectives to describe the setting. Use the
character could solve their problem. arficle to help you imagine this place.
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(type) (ype)

SETTING

/" CONFLICT O\ ( THEME

INCLUDES DIGITAL VERSION
Worksheets presented in filable Google Slides
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Why is it jironic that the skeletons of French aristocrats,

Or noble persons, are now mi i .
people? ixed in with those of poor

WARD OFF
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Indludes a vocabulary in context acﬁvi’rg!

Also includes a Teacher's Guide and sanmple writing,



